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On June 29, 1989, t h e  U.S. s e l f - e l e v a t i n g  uninspected l i f t b o a t  M/V TITAN 
f i n i s h e d  i t s  work a t  Corpus C h r i s t i  O i l  and Gas Block 427 where i t  had been 
e leva ted  i n  about 95 f e e t  o f  water. The TITAN had a crew of four ,  p lus  f i v e  
Laredo Construct ion,  Inc. ,  employees aboard. About 1330 t h e  master lowered 
t h e  l i f t b o a t  and headed i t  toward Freeport ,  Texas. While t h e  160- foo t  legs  
were be ing  ra ised,  t h e  TITAN began l i s t i n g  t o  s tarboard.  The master be l i eved  
t h e  l i s t  was caused by mud on t h e  s tarboard l e g  pad. However, t h e  master 
found on i nspec t i on  t h a t  t h e  s tarboard l e g  was f looded and gushing water on 
deck through a f r a c t u r e  o r  f r a c t u r e s  i n  t h e  l e g .  The master d i r e c t e d  t h e  
l e g s  t o  be lowered t o  improve t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  vessel .  Whi le t h e  l egs  
were being lowered t h e  TITAN capsized about 1345.' 

D ivers 
who searched t h e  f looded vessel recovered one body from t h e  g a l l e y ,  bu t  two 
Laredo employees remain miss ing.  The TITAN was valued a t  $2,200,000. The 
T ITAN was salvaged and d e l i v e r e d  t o  Freeport ,  Texas, on September 5, 1989. 

Ne i the r  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  crewmembers nor  the  o f f sho re  workers had rece ived 
any formal marine sa fe ty  o r  s u r v i v a l  t r a i n i n g .  However, crewmembers o r  
workers employed aboard l i f t b o a t s  and o f f sho re  supply vessels  a re  no t  
r e q u i r e d  t o  be prov ided s u r v i v a l  t r a i n i n g  as has been done i n  p a r t s  o f  the  
commercial f i s h i n g  i ndus t r y .  The Nor th P a c i f i c  F i sh ing  Vessel Owners' 
Assoc ia t ion  vessel sa fe ty  manual has been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  some f i s h i n g  
vessels,  and industry-sponsored s a f e t y  courses have been developed f o r  
f ishermen. Had the  crewmembers and o f f sho re  workers aboard t h e  TITAN 
rece ived s u r v i v a l  t r a i n i n g ,  they  would have been aware o f  t h e  hazards o f  
shipboard operat ions and b e t t e r  prepared t o  cope w i t h  t h e  unexpected 
caps iz ing .  The i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  o b t a i n  l i f e  preservers suggests tha t  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  and consequences o f  a caps iz ing  was unan t i c ipa ted  and a l l  aboard 
were complete ly  unprepared f o r  t h e  event. The Safety  Board be l i eves  t h a t  a 

S i x  su rv i vo rs  on t h e  TITAN were rescued by t h e  U.S. Coast Guard. 
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need exists for crewmembers and workers employed aboard offshore industry 
vessels to receive survival training similar to that currently being provided 
in the commercial fishing industry. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends that the 
Laredo Construction, Inc.: 

Provide your employees working offshore with marine 
safety and survival training that relates to the hazards 
encountered while engaged in offshore vessel operations. 
(Class 11, Priority Action) (M-90-104) 

Also, the Safety Board issued Safety Recommendations M-90-85 through -99 
to the U.S. Coast Guard, M-100 through -103 to Coastal Marine Lift Barges, 
Inc., and M-105 through -109 to the Offshore Marine Services Association. 

The National Transportation Safety Board i s  an independent Federal 
agency with the statutory responsibility "to promote transportation safety by 
conducting independent accident investigations and by formulating safety 
improvement recommendations" (Pub1 ic Law 93-633). The Safety Board is 
vitally interested in any action taken as a result of its safety 
recommendations. Therefore, it would appreciate a response from you 
regarding action taken or contemplated with respect to the recommendations 
in this letter. Please refer to Safety Recommendation M-90-104. 

KOLSTAD, Chairman, COUGHLIN, Vice Chairman, and BURNETT, LAUBER, and 
HART, Members, concurred in this recommendation. 

James 1. Kolstad 
Chai rman 


